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very big projectiles. Shortly afterwards he was able to dis-
tinguish four of our battle cruisers, under which he had to dive
hurriedly to a great depth, as they turned towards him, and
he heard their propellers overhead.

On the whole it was a very disappointing day for me and
my Command and we were out of luck, but at least the submarines
had proved, under incredibly difficult conditions, that they could
be trusted to work in co-operation with surface craft and take
care of themselves. This was most generously acknowledged in
letters I received from the Commander-in-Chiei*and many others.

In the mist and uncertainty one thing stood out crystal clear
on that day of gallant enterprise and high endeavour. Beatty
and Tyrwhitt, two sea, or " salt horse," officers, as they are
called in the Navy, brought up in the hard school of the early
destroyer service to act quickly, take risks, and accept responsi-
bility, seized the opportunity they were given of proving their
worth to those in power and to those they had the good fortune
to lead.

Thanks to intercepted wireless signals, which should have
been unnecessary with good staff work, the enemy, according
to the statements of prisoners, were well aware of our approach
and took measures to counter our attack by withdrawing their
destroyer patrols and concentrating seven cruisers to cut off our
flotillas.

At 9 a.m. our effort had practically come to an end; only
one enemy destroyer had been sunk, and Tyrwhitt, according
to plan, was withdrawing with no enemy destroyers to the
westward of him. The Arethusa, untrained and only 48 hours
in commission, and the Fearless had fought indecisive actions
with the Stettin and Frauenlob, without any help from the six
powerful " Town " class cruisers which had been in touch with
Tyrwhitt at 3.30 a.m., but, thanks to the mist and lack of pre-
arranged plan, had lost contact. In these engagements the
Arethusa had driven the Frauenlob, heavily damaged, under the
shelter of Heligoland, but had herself suffered a number of
casualties, including the Flag Lieutenant, who was lolled along-
side Tyrwhitt; most of her guns were out of action and her
speed was reduced to ten knots.

This was the situation.when the Lurcher and Firedrake sighted
the two phantom cruisers. My report that I was keeping in